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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 12592 120408Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO COME-OO TRSE-00 CTME-00 PA-02 
ICA-20 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 L-03 /056W 

098273 130324Z/62 

R 120310Z JUL78 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9515 
INFO USDA FAS WASHDC 

UNCLAS TOKYO 12592 

FOR USDA PASS TOBACCO & SEEDS, FMD 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR 

SUBJECT: JTS PERMITS AD FOR IMPORTED CIGARETTES IN 
JAPANESE PRESS 

REF:TOKYO 6068 

1 . THE JAPAN TOBACCO & SALT PUBLIC CORP (JTS) RECENTLY 
PERMITTED FOREIGN TOBACCO COMPANIES TO ADVERTISE THE JULY 1 
PRICE REDUCTIONS IN JAPANESE LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS. JTS 
RESTRICTED THE ADS TO THE FIVE LEADING NATIONAL NEWSPAPERS 
PERMITTING ONE AD PER BRAND PER PAPER. WHILE SOME ADS DID 
CONTAIN STATEMENTS OF A PROMOTIONAL NATURE UNRELATED TO 
THE PRICE REDUCTIONS. NO WORDING INTENDED TO 
ENCOURAGE INCREASED SMOKING WAS PERMITTED. 

2. THE JTS ACTION BREAKS WITH LONG HELD POLICIES 
PROHIBITING ANY FOREIGN BRAND ADS IN THE JAPANESE LANGUAGE 
PRESS. LAST FEBRUARY THE USG REQUESTED THROUGH THE TRADE 
FACILITATION COMMITTEE THAT JTS LIBERALIZE ITS 
RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTED TOBACCO PRODUCTS INCLUDING 
ADVERTISING RESTRICTIONS, AND THE RESPONSE WAS NEGATIVE. 

JTS HAS EVIDENTLY REEVALUATED ITS PREVIOUS STAND AND 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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ALLOWED FOR SOME FLEXIBILITY. 
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